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gave it to a Jew, who let me have the amount, less two per
cent. The letter was to the order of the Chevalier de
Seingalt, and naturally I endorsed it in this name. The fol-
lowing day the Jew came and told me I must return him
the money, or find him bail for the amount, until he heard
from the banker on whom it was drawn. I told him to leave
me in peace, he had nothing to fear; but he replied, in-
solently, that he must have the money or the guarantee,
adding, cf or you are well known here.' At these words the
blood flew to my head, and seizing my cane I gave him a
sound thrashing.
Next day, when I was walking in the town, I met tlvs.
prince, accompanied only by a groom.
^cSo you are going to leave us, chevalier/ he said.
cln two or three days, your highness.3
cSo I heard from a Jew, who came to complain to me
that you had beaten him because he asked for a guarantee
of a letter of credit he had cashed for you/
'Your highness, I own I acted hastily, but I could not?
in reason, be expected to withdraw my letter, or give him
bail for it; he insulted me by asking such a thing.5
'He says he would not have cashed it had you not men-
tioned my name; and that you signed it with a name which
does not belong to you.3
'Both accusations are false, your highness. The name of
Seingalt is very truly mine.1
'Well, anyhow, we have to deal with a Jew who has been
beaten, and who fears to be cheated. He would like you
to remain here till he hears from Amsterdam if your letter
be genuine or not, but I shall take it out of his hands this
morning; so you are free to leave when you like. Au revotr,
chevalier, and ban voyage!'
So saying, the prince rode off without giving me time to
answer. I might have told him that he was casting a slur
on my integrity, by taking my letter out of the Jew's hands,
and that I should prefer his not interfering in the matter.
It is not enough for a prince to be kind-hearted, generous.